
Encore! School of Music Band Classes 
 
Objective: 
The objective of these classes is to improve students’ ability to play/sing as 
effective band members in a relaxed, enjoyable manner.  
 
Skills/Knowledge covered: 
 
Aural: 
 Ability to listen to a song on CD, tune in to their part and begin to imitate what 

they hear on their instrument 
 Ability to listen to other band members whilst playing and begin to stay in time 

rhythmically and show dynamic change within a song 
 An introduction to the basics of improvisation 
 
Music Reading/Theory: 
 Understanding of the basic structure of and ability to follow a lead sheet – 

form (i.e. A,B,A,C etc), tempo mark, chord symbols, repeat signs, rests, 
first/second time endings, D.S. al Coda, band hits 

 An introduction to the basics of chord progressions (i.e. I, IV, V, I) and their 
relationship to all keys within the cycle of fifths 

 
Reliability: 
 Ability to go home, listen to a song and practise their part in their own time so 

they come to class prepared – this may include working with their individual 
teacher 

 
Performance: 
 Ability to memorize a song and perform from memory 
 Learning to perform with confidence and polish in front of an audience - being 

well presented, making good eye contact, using open body language, staying 
relaxed and having fun! 

 
Team Work: 
 Ability to be encouraging and support other band members, work together to 

produce a consistent and good quality sound  
 


